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WiMedia Alliance Introduces Microsoft as Newest Promoter Member

Leading Ultra Wideband Organization Continues Gaining Cross-Industry Support

SAN RAMON, Calif.--(BUSINESS WIRE)--April 29, 2005--The WiMedia Alliance, recently united with the
MultiBand OFDM Alliance Special Interest Group (MBOA-SIG), today announced that Microsoft Corp. has joined
the organization as a promoter member. Microsoft is the first software company to participate at this level, and its
membership reinforces WiMedia-MBOA's momentum and collaborative support from a broad range of industries
already affiliated with ultra wideband (UWB) technology. Representatives from WiMedia-MBOA's 14 promoter
members, along with those from the many contributor and adopter companies, are leading the standardization
and adoption of UWB for high-speed wireless, multimedia-capable personal area connectivity.

"Microsoft is committed to supporting leading edge wireless technologies and facilitating rich experiences with
wireless devices," said Kosar Jaff, product unit manager in the Windows Division at Microsoft. "With WiMedia
Alliance, we are demonstrating our commitment to help the industry develop specification and interoperability
programs that ensure best-of-breed wireless experiences with Windows-based PCs."

"Microsoft's participation in WiMedia is a critical step to insure that customers using UWB receive a seamless out-
of-box experience," said Stephen R. Wood, president of the WiMedia Alliance. "Microsoft's participation at the
board level will help make sure that our wireless platform remains aligned with the operating system strategy over
time. We are very pleased to have them work with us."

Ultra wideband is a wireless communications technology that operates in the 3.1 to 10.6 GHz spectrum band.
Advantages of UWB include low power consumption, very low cost/complexity with high data rates (capable of
exceeding more than 1 Gbps over-the-air) and precision location capability. Targeting emerging wireless personal
area network (WPAN) communications, UWB powers high-speed, short-range, cable-free connectivity for a wide
array of multimedia consumer electronics, personal computer peripherals and mobile devices.

The WiMedia Alliance plans to release the first version of the MBOA physical (PHY) layer specification in the
second quarter of 2005. This release will be followed by a series of specifications and application profiles that rely
on the PHY layer. Microsoft's high-level participation further signifies that WiMedia-MBOA's specifications
currently in development are at a level of maturity that makes application development possible.

About the WiMedia Alliance

In March 2005, the WiMedia Alliance and MultiBand OFDM Alliance (MBOA) SIG joined to establish the WiMedia-
MBOA, a not-for-profit open industry association formed to promote and enable the rapid adoption and
standardization of ultra wideband (UWB) worldwide for high-speed wireless, multimedia-capable personal-area
connectivity in the PC, CE and mobile market segments. Emphasizing peaceful coexistence with other wireless
services, the WiMedia-MBOA develops the specifications as well as the marketing, certification and
interoperability programs required to bring the power and potential of multiband frequency-based UWB to the
industry. Led by Alereon, HP, Intel, Kodak, Microsoft, Nokia, Philips, Samsung Electronics, Sharp Laboratories of
America, Inc., Sony, STMicroelectronics, Staccato Communications, Texas Instruments and Wisair, members
include many of the most influential players in the consumer electronics, personal computing, home
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entertainment, mobile phone, semiconductor and digital imaging spaces. For more information, please visit
www.wimedia.org.

Other product and service names mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners










